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Dear Friends in Christ,

in this recap covering July 1, 2025 — June 30, 2026, we find ourselves filled with gratitude.
From September through June, we have witnessed once again that the ministry of Colts
Neck Reformed Church is not simply a collection of programs and events—it is a
community of faith, bound together by the love of Christ and called to share in God's grace,

goodness, and glory.

This year has reminded us that church is about relationships. It is about people who pray
for one another, care for one ancther, celebrate together, and carry one ancther through
difficuit seasons. It is about a community that gathers around the baptismal font and the
Lord's Table, thal rejoices at weddings and anniversaries, and that grieves together at
memorial services and funerals. In moments of sorrow and joy, laughter and tears, we have
experienced the enduring love and faithfulness of God.

Together, we have also embarked upon significant new ventures. After much prayer,
planning, and patience, our Pave the Way campaign has moved from vision to reality. The
painting and repair of our beloved sanctuary, the realignment of our driveway to improve
safety, and the restoration of our parking lot represent far more than construction projects.
They are tangible expressions of our commitment to future generations and our confidence
that God stili has much work for this congregation to do. These improvements have only
been possible becausa of your generosity, {aith, and willingness to invest in the future of
this church community.

One of the great joys of the year was celebrating our 170th Anniversary. Gathering around
tables for food, fellowship, stories, and thanksgiving reminded us that we stand on the
shoulders of generations of faithfui saints whe built this congregation and entrusted it to
our care. We are now part of that sacred story, called to preserve and strengthen this
community of faith for those who will follow,

Music has continued to enrich and inspire our life together. The wonderful concert by Mark
Hayes lifted our hearts and filled our sanctuary with praise. We also experienced a
significant transition as we celebrated the retirement of Dave and Maggie Tripold. Their
decades of faithful ministry have shaped the worship and musical life of this church in
immeasurable ways, and we give thanks to God for their many gifts and their enduring

legacy among us.

At the same time, we have embraced a new chapter with excitement and hope as Jetf and
Allison Brown begin their ieadership of our music ministry. The life of the church is always
a beautiful blend of gratitude for the past and anticipation for what God Is preparing for the
future.

Throughout the year, our ministries with children, youth, and adulis have flourished.
Christian education classes, Bible studies, youth activities, Camp Fowler experiences,
fellowship gatherings, and our thriving Early Learning Center have nurtured faith and
deepened relationships. Our mission efforts have extended Christ's love both near and far
through generous benevolence giving, mission partnerships, hands-on service projects,
and compassionate outreach to people in need.




And then there is the steady, faithful rhythm of weekly ministry that often goes unnolticed
because it has become so much a part of who we are. Week after week, we have gathered
for worship. We have sung hymns and offered prayers, shared Communion and studied
Scripture. Volunteers have prepared meals, taught classes, visited the homebound, cared
for our buildings and grounds, and quietly served in countless ways. This is what
comrmunity looks like. This is what it means to be the Body of Christ.

The pages that follow tell the story in greater detail. Behind every report and every statistic
are people—people who love this church, who give generously of their time and resources,
and who seek to honor God through their service.

Thank you for your care for one another. Thank you for your commitment to this
congregation and its ministry. Thank you for helping to create a community where God's
grace is proclaimed, God's goodness is celebrated, and God's glory is our highest purpose.

Read on and rejoice in all that God has done among us this year. And let us move into the
next seasan of ministry together with confidence, trusting that the God who has been
faithful in the past will continue to lead and bless this beloved community of faith.

With gratitude as your pastors and hope in Christ,

Rev. Scott Brown and Rev. Gene Ryan



CONSISTORY NOMINATIONS

The following people have accepled the nomination by the nominating committee to serve on Consistory or next year's
nominating committee. The election occurred during worship on Sundays, August 16 and 30, 2026.

DEACON FLDER
Kevin Robinson Christine DiBiase
Kelly Tyma Tamar Goetke

Lori LaRue

The following tallies are based on the church’s fiscal year July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.

NEw MEMBERS {13)
Glen Baird

Beverly Baird
Renee M. Rosen
Carolyn Cyrway
Toni Stanislawczyk
Connor Tobin
Anna Tobin

Kaillin Schubert
Chris Schubert
Jackson Caudill
Caitlyn Foley
Justin Ker

Paul Lamegos-Qutwin

MARRIAGES (9)

Aleksey Lakchakaov and Erica Linnell
August 22, 2025

Howard Brian Olt and June Goldstein
September 12, 2025

Brandon Nunez and Marissa Hamilton
September 26, 2025

Reid Oslin and Jillian Sherman
Qctober 12, 2025

Kyle DeCapua and Leanne Licata
October 24, 2025

William Cuttrell and Rebecca Hamilton
QOclober 25, 2026

Brandon Teeter and Rebecca Sherman

November 9, 2025

Allan Voorheeas and Deborah Carlton
February 17, 2026

Matthew Osel and Jessica Napolitano
April 25, 2026

BapTisMms (11)

Everett Kai Sabo
September 14, 2025

Archer Jamas Legg
September 14, 2025

Addison Irene Self
October 26, 2025

Harrison Walker Self
Qctober 26, 2025

Sophie Ann Johnson
December 14, 2025

Alexander Mathew Robinson
December 14, 2025

Ronald William Samson, IH
February 1, 2026

Miles Steven Rothweiler
March 8, 2026

June Grace Pawlak

April 12, 2026

Cennor John Schubert
May 31, 2026

Gracie Lynne Schubert
May 31, 2026

FUNERALS / MEMORIAL SERVICES (15)
Lillian Burry — August 28, 2025

Harold Kruse — October 16, 2025

Sarah Moreau — December 13, 2025
Frances McCormick — December 27, 2025
Gordon Wells — January 11, 2026

Frank Funicelli, Jr. — January 19, 2026
Joanne Jacoby — February 2, 2026
Thomas B. Savage — January 3, 2026
Robert Barton - February 19, 2026
Patricia Nardi — March 22, 2026

James Bradstreet — March 2026

Justin McCafferty — April 15, 2026

Niels Johnsen — April 18, 2026

Dale S. Penwell — April 26, 2026

John Jacoby — April 30, 2026

Renate Langner Rooney — May 26, 2026




170TH ANNIVERSARY GATHERING

On Sunday evening, February 1, 2026, the church gathered to celebrate 170 years of ministry, memories,
and meals shared as Colts Neck Reformed Church! Many people heiped in prepping the meal, setting a
table, displaying memory boards, creating room decorations. There were two seatings at which we
recognized long-time members, enjoyed {as a nod to Election Day Dinners) a cold turkey salad meal with
sides of coleslaw and cranberry relish, with additional options of a vegstarian selection or chicken tenders
— all served on the church green-and-white place settings. It was a no-cost celebration of who we've been,
who we are, and the good things God has yet to cook up among us. A highlight was a series of events that
the gathering helped place in correct timeline order:
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Jesus was born

Colts Neck Reformed Church was established 1856

Atlanitic Cemstery established 1866

Arevival was held — 78 adults baptized, 102 were received on confession of faith; 14 by transfer
of membership 1872)

Hymnbooks were first purchased for use in worship 1881

Octave Van Beverhoudt was called to be minister at a salary of $700 1901

Six stained glass windows were installed in the sanctuary 1911

the gas lights in the sanctuary became eleclrified 1927

a mimeograph machine was purchased 1o provide weekly worship bulleting 1932

. Last Harvest Home Supper (1941} — young men in service, gas rationing, sugar

shortage

. Church started having worship during the month of August (having previously

closed — minister’s vacation and farming) — 1955

While a student at seminary, Sam LaPenta preached his first sermon at
CNRC 1959

22 year old Marianna Ellis (Clowes) became church organist 1960

The Community Center (Education Building) built and dedicated 1966

The Nursery school was established 1970

Learning groups {adult ed) formally organized 1973

Charlie Morris called as the second associate minister 1877

Bethel Bible study started for congregants 1978

The sanctuary was enlarged, adding an expanded baicony and four additional
stained glass windows 1984

Children were first admitted to receive communion (before confirmation)
1988

Alleluia Jazz was started {director Bif McCulloh) 1991

The elevator was built on the Community Center 1995

The church started its handbelf program 2000

The church had a “blitz build” having raised $50,000 and volunteered labor to
build its first Habitat for Humanity house 2001

Air conditioning was installed in the sanctuary 2003

Clam Chowder and golf balls were soid at the Golts Neck Fair 2005

The church tock an official stance of being “open and affirming” to people
who are LGBTQ 2015

Electronic giving for offerings was first provided 2616

Worship services were first provided on youtube and facebook 2020

Gene Ryan introduced Camp Fowler to our youth for a week of summer camp. 2022



ADMINISTRATION

Since my November appointment, Rev. Scott Brown's initial thoughts for administrative concentration
focused on re-exploring the security status of the Church campus and on reviewing the current record
keeping hoth for the Church’s history and for day to day operations.

As to security, basic security measures are being presently implemented, especially relating to the school
building. One task that has lingered related to the campus docrs being identified for purposes of emergent
response. That has been completed pursuant to New Jersey regulations promulgated for schools, which
arguably has some application to the Church campus based on the early learning classes.

Speaking to the local police led to possible improvement security ideas for a physical outdoor presence
during functions and the addition of cameras. Those are on hold because Stacey Savage more recently
met with the local police department about the early tearning security protocols. The police representatives
told her that more thorough recommendations would be forthcoming. We are still waiting. To my thinking,
the reconfiguration of the 537 entry and the parking area were also reasons to wait on the discussion of
security cameras and other measures.

As far as reviewing record keeping is concerned, the Church’s history records maintained in the office safe
have been catalogued, reordered and purged to a very small degree.

The records affected by removals and purges were principally records of the Church's real property
transactions. The intent is to better group all such paper (deeds, surveys, well locations, septic systems,
etc.) for efficient access in the event of questions about property lines, underground locations, purchase
details etc. That regrouping has begun.

Other central office filing treats many topics of the Church's daily operations. The first concentration for
review focused on required monthly or other reguiar assessments, such as tests for water guality,
emergency lighting, fire extinguisher potency, etc. The review's purposes included understanding how and
when each had to be performed and then how each was recorded and stored in the event of, say, a health
department audit.

Presently, | am reviewing the balance of the physical paper filed al the central office filing cabinets. is
purpose is to determine whether files are outdated, better kept otherwise, needlessly being duplicated, etc.
Perhaps this analysis wilt uitimately provide a listing of operational tasks which could be translated into
functions which a new commitiee of Consistory could manage. Such a committee could regularly manage
each of the operating tasks, such as improving pricing for tasks performed at the Church or updating
insurance coverages or even how record keeping itself should be conducted for improved effectiveness.

At present it seems that much of the physical filing can be improved and purged.

Because computer use around 2000 took off, many documents that had been physically stored are now
being kept digitally, which means that the physical filing is becoming less relevant to operating the Church.
it also means that digital filing must be made more accessible. These are my current assumptions which
I'll be testing as | move to asking for indexes to the office computers.

The basement storage remains to be reviewed and culled as well.

Respectfully submitted,

Pete Sokol




ATLANTIC CEMETERY

There is an excellent brief history of the cemetery in the 2006 book Celebrating the Journey, 150 Years of
Ministry of the Colts Neck Reformed Church which may be obtained from the church office.

The cemetery is run by a twelve-member Board of Trustees. Six trustees are plot owners, and six trustees
are members of the church’s greater consistory. Rev. Scott D. Brown serves as President of the cemetery
assoctation. Ron Bird concluded his service as Treasurer in April of 2025, and Bob Wyaltt has taken over
the role as Treasurer. John Applegate is Secretary of the Atlantic Cemetery Association. The cemetery
association’s regular annual meeting is open to the public; it is held in the evening on the last Thursday in
April. Until recent years the minutes of the trustees’ meetings were hand-written in a leather-bound book.
The minutes contain information such as the assels and expenditures of the cemetery, cemetery
maintenance, the rules of the cemetery, and other issues that may be brought to the trustees’ attention.
That book may be viewed in the church office. Minutes of more recent meetings may also be obtained from
the church office.

When the cemetery was first formed many church families bought large “squares” of plots in the cemetery.
In recent years, however, each year just a few burial spaces are sold in the cemetery. At the current rate of
sales, the cemetery will have space available for many, many years. There are an increasing number of
cremains (ashes) burials rather than full burials. At the 2012 annual meeting the board approved the
creation of a "Remembrance Garden” — a place where cremated ashes may be placed without the need for
a cemetery plot space. The garden has since been built on church property adjacent to the southern edge
of the cemetery; it has been used several times,

For the year ended December 31, 2025, the cemetery equity increased by $3,657.88. Plot sales, cemetery
and garden fees, and interest and increases in investments for the year were $19,767.20. Expenses for the
yvear were $15,937.00. The cemetery's assets as of December 31, 2025, were $295,440.71 (Includes
$20,000 principle reduction on $50,000 loan due on 8/31/26.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Wyatt
Treasurer, Atlantic Cemetery



BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

The Buildings and Grounds committee has been dominated by Pave The Way in the last year. We are
pleased to report the following:

SANCTUARY REPAIR

The sanctuary required repair with the removal and replacement of the cedar siding on the southern third
of the building. This was followed by the repainting of the entire sanctuary which was completed in July
2025,

SITEWORK AND CHANGING DRIVEWAY

We were due to start the work in August of 2025 but discovered a severe engineering problem. The drainage
of storm water was designed {o cross Route 537 and empty into a manhole across the road. Due io
interference with a high-pressure gas line and a duct bank this was not possible. So, we had to redesign
the system tc an infiltration system where the storm water is retained on site with perforated plastic pipe
and bubbler basins. The new design had to be submitied and approved by Monmouth County and GColts
Neck Township which was completed in March of 2026. Marlin Construction began the work on April 6,
2026, and completed work July 17, 2026. We are very happy with Marlin’s work. We added many items to
the original scope of work including removal of the old garage, painting of the old barn, instaflation of a new
frrigation system, a new wall at the Ministry Cenler, waterproofing the Sanctuary, etc.

COMMUNITY CENTER ENHANCEMENTS AND REPAIR

We have had to remove bat guano from the attic of the Community Center. This work was completed in the
last week of July of 20286, and new insulation was installed in August 2026.

GRATITUDE

We are very thankful and grateful to team members and congregation members who so generously gave
their time and treasure to make ali of the accomplishments of the last year possible. This work lays a
foundation for a safe and efficient use of our facilities for the future to support our many ministries.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Anderson



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT 2025-2026

Sunday school began on September 14, 2025, and ran through May 17, 2026. This year, CNRC continued
to use the Presbyterian Curriculum (PCUSA) to guide Sunday School programming. inclusive programming
continued to be a key focus throughoul the Sunday school year. Efforts to create a welcoming and
accessible environment where every child could participate and feel valued. Lessons and activilies were
adapted to accommodate different learning styles, abilities, and sensory needs using visual aids, hands-on
activities, storytelling, short videos and group discussions. Fidget tools were purchased and made available
to help children who benefit from sensory input to maintain focus and participate more comfortably during
lessons. Teachers encouraged respect, kindness, and teamwork while ensuring that ali children had
opportunities to contribute and engage. Communication with families was encouraged to help identify
individual needs and provide appropriate support, fostering a sense of belonging and meaningful
participation for every child.

Curricuium Topics:
Worship God

Pray

Do not Fear

Hope

Go Teli

Comfort those who Mourn
Cross Borders

Care for Creation

Sing a New Song

ENROLLMENT & STRUCTURE:
56 registered students

Pre-K/Kindergarten: 17 studenis

Teachers: Aly Wirth and Krissy Garside
1st/2nd Grade: 13 students

Teachers: Sara Moran and Jessica DeNotta
3rd/dth Grade: 14 students

Teachers: Jillian Sherman and Christin Qutwin
Bth/6th/7th Grade: 12 students

Teachers: Marjorie Savage and Alys Thorton

Additional classes were supported with a growing substitute teacher list maintained by Rev. Gene Ryan

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

November 30, 2025: One Room Schoothouse

December 7, 2025; 3™ and 4" grade class hosted Coffee Mour.

December 21, 2025: Special Christmas activity.

March 29, 2026: Special Paim Sunday activity.

April 26, 2026: One Room Schoolhouse on First Communion.

May 3, 2026: First Communion Sunday

May 10, 2026: 1%t and 2" grade class hosted a special Mother’s Day Coffee Hour.

SAFETY:
We continue to prioritize the safety and security of children during church school. Alf teachers attended a

mandatory safety training session prior to leaching this year. There were designated safety monitors every
week. Other safety measures included locking exterior doors during Sunday school, maintaining
attendance logs, and ensuring K-4 classes had both a teacher and an assistant in every class. Special
attention was paid 10 the children’s safety when traveling to their Sunday School class due to construction




work taking place in the church parking lot. Lastly, teachers and families are gently reminded throughout
the year that food is not permitted in Sunday School classrooms unless pre-arranged with Rev. Ryan and
teachers due to potential food allergies.

A special Thank You to our safety monitors: Joe Specchio, Kyle Hyrmack, and Bill Schmocker.

11/9/25

11/16/25
11/23/25

Pre-K/K|1st/2nd | 3rd/4th [ 5th/6th/7th | Total Notes
9/14/25 4 |
9/21/25 5 4 7 8 24
9/28/25 8 8 7 4
10/5/25 4 5 6 8 23
10/12/25 6 5 7 6 Columbus Weekend
10/19/25 5
10/26/25 6
11/2/25 B

11/30/25 One Room Schoolhouse
12/7/25 3
12/14/25 N/A Snow Storm Cancellation
12/21/25 7
12/28/25 N/A Christmas Break
1/4/26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A |Christmas Break
1/11/26 2
1/18/26 6 3 7
1/25/26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A [Snow Storm Cancellation
2/1/26 4 6 5
2/8/26 7 6 7
2/15/26 2 2 5 President's Weekend
2/22/26 7 6 4 7
3/1/26 5 5
3/8/26 6 6 5
3/15/26 4 8 5




3/22/26 8 6 2 3

3/29/26 6 6 i Palm Sunday

4/5/26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A |Easter Sunday

4/12/26 8 4 5 4 21

4/19/26 7 3 3 5

4/26/26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A |One Room Schoolhouse

5/3/26 - 4 6 3 23

5/10/26 8 6 6 5 5 | Mothers' Day

5/17/26 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A [Youth Sunday
AVERAGE 8 5 6 5

First Communion:
Six children participated in the One Room Schoolhouse which focused on what Communion is and why it

is an important part of our faith. On May 3rd, the following children were invited to the Lord’s Table:
Samantha Mottola, Camile Vitale, Andrew Hasenstab, Gavin Femiano, Ben Hawrylak, and Niklas Scher.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristi Cifenti
Commissioner for Christian Education



CONGREGATIONAL CARE

At Colts Neck Reformed Church, we are blessed to be part of an extended church family that offers care,
compassion, and conneaction.

Below are just some of the meaningful ways Congregational Care reaches out to serve the church famity.
If you would like to participate in any of these ministries, or if you or someone you know could benefit
from them, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

Here are just a few examples of how people in our congregation share their spiritual gifts through
Congregational Care:
* Volunteers prepare and deliver meals to families welcoming a new baby or navigating illness or
grief.
A prayer chain receives emailed prayer requests and lifts them up in prayer.
Volunteers provide transportation to medical appointments or church services.
Holding crosses are provided for ministers to take on visitations.
Knitted blankets are lovingly made and gifted at baptisms.
Handwritten cards are sent to our veterans serving in the military.

L]
Additional Areas of Care and Connection Include:

¢« New Members Class — For those new to CNRG or considering membership. These are held in
person. New members are warmly welcomed during coffee hour and featured in cur weekly
church communications. We've also created our Faith Friend ministry. Each new member is
thoughtfully paired with a church member who can answer questions, introduce them to others,
help them discover opportunities to get involved, and make their transition into the life of our
church as comfortable and meaningful as possible.

+ Annual Remembrance Service — A time of reflection and healing held in the fali.

+ Visitor Welcome Centers — Located at both church entrances and stocked with resources and
welcome bags.

¢ Bulietin Board Management — Volunteers keep Fellowship Hall displays current with sign-ups
and opportunities.

* Hospitalization and lliness Follow-Up — Ensuring Scott and Gene are informed, and check-ins
are cogrdinated.

* Homebound Qutreach — Volunteers visit with homebound members to ensure they know they
are valued and not forgotten.

+ Event Collaboration — Working with consistory to plan activities throughout the year.

¢ Medical Equipment Lending Program — Supervised and managed as part of care support.

These are just a few of the many ways our church family cares for one ancther, much of it happening
quietly and consistently behind the scenes. Congregational Care also works closely with Consistory to
keep CNRC vibrant, welcoming, and connected {o the community.

Other ministries under our care umbrella include:
* Social Media Presence — Facebook and Instagram continue to help us reach and engage with
members and newcomers alike.
+ Holy Yoga — l.ed by Barb Tucker, offering in-person sessions for wellness and spiritual growth.

As we move into the coming year, | lock forward to continuing this important ministry with ongoing care,
support, and prayer for all within our church family.
Please feel free to contact me anytime at cnre.care@cnrec.church or 732-462-4555 x1150.

Sandy Freeman
Congregational Care Coordinator



Early Learning Center 2025/2026 School Year Report
August 25, 2026

The 2025/2026 school year, which marked our 55th anniversary, was yet another year of growth and
success for the school. We began the year with our highest enroliment in the last 11 years, housing three
3-year-old classes, three 4-year-old classes, one Transitional/Traditional Kindergarten and one Playgroup
that grew from eight to twenty-six children as the year progressed.

We continued using a cloud-based software package, Brightwheel, for billing and messaging for the school.
Each family has their own account attached to the Brighiwheel app from which they receive and pay their
invoices, and they can message myself and their child's teachers. Brightwheel allows for bank drafts and
credit card payments at an additional fee o the payers. It should be noted we are just under 10% of families
paying by check. Each teacher has a tablet in her room to use for all Brighlwheel related activities, but
most prefer to use thelr personal phone or walch.

As our preschool classes grew, so did our staff needs. Our preschool teachers included Ms. Susan Clarke,
Ms. Mary Piotrowski, Ms. Jolene Gillespie, Ms. Allison Scher, Mrs. Elana Eng, Mrs. Danielle Quigley, Mrs.
Denise Kfine and Mrs. Kelly Wagner. The teachers were assisted by Ms. Crissy Applegate, Mrs. Jen
Fernando, Mrs. Stephanie Collura, Mrs. Starla Abbadessa, Mrs. Gina Glazier, and Mrs. Linda Krawewski.
Mrs. Kay Brown returned as our music teacher and used Fellowship Hall for her classes. Mrs. Tucker
continued i her position as Curriculum Supervisor and Director of Special Events, she assisted the staff
with curriculum development and supervised additional activities that she planned throughout the year.
Under Laura’s leadership several additional activities and special events took place at the school. Some
of these events include and cereal box domino event where all cereal boxes were donated to the local food
pantry, partnering up with Sandy Freeman to include the church which yielded a larger donation, a whole
school scholastic book falr, several new assemblies and a trip to the Algonquin Theater. Laura's position
has freed me up to take care of all administrative activities while growing the school. It also should be noted
that both Mrs. Danielle Quigley and Mrs. Jolene Gillespie attained their CDA (Child Development associate
degree). This year long program, which is financially supported by the school, requires participants to
attend classes, build a portfolio, have an onsite observation and take a standardized test. This program
seeks to prepare early childhood professionals who may not have come to teaching through a traditional
route. Once CDA status is obtained there is a relicensing obligation every three years. We are extremsly
proud of both Mrs. Quigley and Mrs. Gillespie for their efforts.

Cur Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten class (known as the Primary) continues to be housed in
the Ministry Center. Mrs. Scher, Mrs. Mayrose & Mrs. Glazier cotaught this group wilizing several widely
used curriculums that are being used in our area. These new curriculums required both teachers to spend
additional hours in servicing to be proficient in teaching the curriculum. This class took part in many of the
additional preschool activities and special events. The children were routinely assessed and receive report

cards quarterly.

We were able to host both our Spooky Science Night in October and our Family Science Night in March.
Both events were exiremely successful, with over one hundred children in attendance at each event. This
year these events expanded outside of Fellowship Hall, due to the growing population of families who take
part in these two events. This year we utifized the classrooms as "breakout” activities to ensure Fellowship
Haill was not overcrowded. We also hosted our Thanksgiving Feast for our 3-year-cid families and our
Polar Express Event for our 4-year-olds. We celebrated our Mother's Day Tea back in Fellowship Hall,
hosting six different tea parties. We extended our curricuium with several aclivities oulside of the classroom.
All our 3- & 4-year-olds went pumpkin picking at a farm in Monroe. Our 4-year-olds also took a bus trip to
the Algonquin Theater, and our 3-year-olds enjoyed a farm day on camps. Our Kindergarteners also hosted
an International Festival, highlighting what they had learned while studying various countries, which also
included a musical component thanks to Mrs. Brown.

We celebrated Mrs. Brown's retirement at the end of the year during our school music program and a
special luncheon in her honor. We thank Mrs. Kay Brown for her numerous years of service to GNRCELC
and wish her well in her retirement. While she will be sorely missed, we are happy to welcome Mrs. Denise
Kline as our new music teacher.




This summer we chose to remain closed and not host our annual summer program so that the driveway
project could be completed on time without the disruption of our school.

A note of gratitude:

Looking ahead to the 2026/2027 school year, we will be looking to increase staff, revise our staff handbook,
and look for more opportunities to engage with the communily outside of our school. We will also look to
host events that bring our school community together to continue to foster that small school family feel. |
am both humbled and grateful for the overwhelming support | have received from Reverend Brown,
Reverend Ryan, the CNRC staff, Gonsistory, and the entire CNRC community. It is a blessing to be
surrounded and supported by all those within this community.

Respectfully Submitted,
Stacey A. Savage, Direclor
Colts Neck Reformed Church Early Learning Center




ENDOWMENT FUND ANNUAL REPORT
JUNE 30, 2026

The Endowment Fund of Colts Neck Reformed Church is different from the Memorial Fund (which the
church uses for current special projects).

The principal of the Endowment Fund is held in trust for the church. As of June 30, 2026 the total
contributions were $58,000 and the Endowment Fund Value was $84,533. The net change from the prior
year was an increase of 11,037, 15.0%. The Endowment Fund earnings are used to provide seed money
for new projects, ministries, and missions. From July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026 we had zero
distributions and zero contributions.

The total distribution io date is $67,826.74.

For additional information, please contact any of the commitiee members. They are Paufl Anderson, James
Holder, Paul MacClellan, Greg Robinson and Brad Lenz and ex-olficic member, Rev. Scott Brown. You
may also access the church website at www.coltsheckreformed.org and select the category Giving, then
Learn More, and then scroll down to Endowment Fund for an overview.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brad Lenz

ENGAGEMENT

Our congregation continues in our commitment to “welcoming all into the life of our church family,” both
through engaging with our current members in our technologically advancing world and celebrating new
members who joined us this year.

SOCIAL MEDIA: Currently, >1,200 follow our Facebook page and >460 follow our Instagram account — an
increase from last year of >10% and >30%, respectively. Our brand refresh through the Whitworth
Resilience Project was completed and the new branding has been incorporated on our website. Megan
Valeski continues in the position of Communications Coordinalor, driving social media content and website
updates and ensuring a strong and cohasive online presence.

ONLINE WORSHIP: We spread the good news of the Gospel through daily devotionals and online viewing
options for our church services and musical concerts. Wa continue to explore and test ideas to incorporate
our remote members with oniine presence, including an outreach to track desired connection from our

remote members.

NEW MEMBERS: We held 1 new member class and we were so blessed to welcome 13 new members
this year. Classes take place both in person and online. We aiso developed a stirvey to bstter capture areas
of interest for the new members, as well as their desired connection.

MEMBER OUTREACH: We continued our second year of "Morm Group” that meets the first Sunday of
every monih. We regularly engage ~10 moms.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristine Cantin Garside
Commissioner for Engagement



FINANCIAL COMMENTARY

1

Total contributions for the fiscal year 2026 were $955,999. Early Learning Center tuition is up due
to higher enrollment. Labor and operating expenses are up due to several reasons. There was
increased enrollment in Early Learning Center which then came a corresponding increase in
teacher salaries. Utility expenses were unusually high this year due to anincrease in rates as well
as the cold winter.

At the end of the fiscal year, we had loans of $155,000 with Atlantic Cemetery. This is our total
indebiedness. Our Benevolence program remains strong, both in terms of absolute dollars as well
as the types of programs and activities we support. Cash generated from the Church and the
Early Learning Center from normal operations were positive for the fiscal year 2026. Qur capital
campaign, which began in November 2024 has resuited in pledges over $1,300,000, and actual
donations received as of June 30, 2026, totaling $997,729. The campaign is set to be completed
in November 2027. On behalf of the finance team, thank you for your generosity. Because of your
financial contributions, we were able to support numerous programs and activities both within the
church, and throughout our local and global communities.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Karl, Treasurer

Financial Report, Fiscal year ending June 2026

Statement of Operations -.Consolidated All Funds

for the twelve months ending June 30,2026 [re-Year-to-Date ---ve-ommm - /
Budget Actual Budget
June 2027 . June 2026 June 2026

INCOME '

Total Contributions 930,000 955,999 875,500

Early Learning Center {ELC) 564,910 587,870 551,160

Other 9,452 14,306 15,000
TOTAL INCOME 1,504,362 1,558,175 1,441,660

OPERATING EXPENSES

Labor Expenses 943,632 951,735 884,420
Operating Expenses 420,730 397,717 436,973
Benevolences 140,000 136,476 145,950
Capital Expenditures
Other 36,212 -
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,504,362 1,522,144 1,467,343
Subtotal change in cash flow 0 36,031 {(25,683)
Capital Campaign donations 537,114
Capital Campaign Expenditures {529,024}

NET CHANGE IN CASH FLOW 0 44,121 {25,683)




MissioN COMMISSION 2026 ANNUAL REPORT

Hands-On Mission Work

This year, our congregation continued to roll up its sieeves and serve with love. From preparing meals and
organizing clothing drives to participating in local service projects, these acts of kindness created tangible
change in our community and beyond. Each effort, whether large or small was rooted In the belief that our
faith calls us not just to speak of love, but to live if.

Ons of the year's most impactful events was an adult mission trip to Carter County, TN, from March 22-28.
Fourteen members of our congregation dedicated a week to hands-on service, partnering with a local
church community to meet real and immediate needs.

Throughout the week, the team tackled 2 major projects, including:

»  Work to reconstruct the 15t and 2M floor of a house flooded during Hurrleane Helene, including
o Framing, Insulation, Sheetrocking, Taping and Spackling of 4 rooms
o Painting of finished areas.

*»  Work to prepare a "dormitory” for fulure workers (a converted church), including
o Clean out and reorganization of many reoms, cpening new sleeping quarters
o Painting interior hallways and 4 dormitory rooms
o Laying a faminate floor in two of the rooms.

Although the work was physically demanding at limes, the week was filled with camaraderie, purpose, and
joy. Each task served as a reminder of the power of faith in action—and the team returned uplified by the
fives they touched and the relationships they built.

Recognizing a need for furlher support, CNRC sent financial assistance to the Carier County
Redevelopment Group, to aid in their continued efforis of rehabilitating the area ravaged by the hurricane.

New Opporiunities:

Recognizing a need 1o support our county’s homeless population — CNRG developed a plan to provide
assistance to the CODE BLUE program at Trinity Church in Asbury Park. CODE BLUE provided shelter
and meals for as many as 115 “guests” on 99 different nights this season. CNRC provided volunteers on
7 of those nights, prepared meais to serve on 2 evenings, collected supplies and clothing, and provided a
substantial donation to support their financial shortfall. It is our expectation to continue supporting this
important mission.

Ongoing and Special Collections

Through generous and faithful giving, Colts Neck Reformed Church remained a steady source of support
for those experiencing hardship. Our congregation once again demonstrated remarkable generosity
through a full calendar of collections, drives, and outreach activities. Monthly collections, seasonal drives,
and special appeals allowed us 1o respond to immediate needs while sustaining vital partnerships with
mission agencies. These efforts provided essentials like food, home goods, and warm clothing - each item
is a reminder to recipients that they ara seen, valued, and not alone.

St. Peter’s Supper (September 27, 2025)
Led by Beth Burke, CNRC hosted a community meal at St. Peter’s Church in Freehold for approximately

85 guests in need. Volunteers provided food, hospitality, and a warm welcome to all who attended.

Clothing Drive (October 2025)
Carol McCoy organtzed this clothing collection — we collected over a truckload of gently worn clothing and
shoes — provided to Family Resources in Shrewsbury. These donations offered warmth, dignity, and

support to individuals and families navigating hardship.




CROP Walk (October18) Organized by the Banat sisters, fifteen church members partnered with the
Freehold Reformed Church by walking to eliminate hunger. Donations were coflected through a team

website

Open Door Thanksgiving Food Collection {November 2025)
Over 90 bags of Thanksgiving dinner ingredients were delivered to Open Door through November,
including frozen turkeys and hams,

Soup Kitchen Qutreach (November 22, 2025)
Congregation members served “Saturday Soup” at Trinity Church in Asbury Park.

Food Sort at Fulfill (December 3, 2025)
Thirteen members returned to Fulfill to support food sorting and distribution.

Christmas Gift Program (December 2025)
This year's holiday outreach was deeply impactful.
s Al 75 children adopted through Open Door received gifts presented at the December 15th
service and delivered for distribution.
+ Donations from congregation members became “gift cards” for parents of the children

NY Blood Center Blood Drive (February 16, 2026)
We donated 48 units of blood this year, through the effotts of 54 donors

St. Peter’s Supper (March 13, 2026)
Served 85 beef stew dinners to 48 guests. Beth Burke organized and lead the initiative, supported by 24

enthusiastic volunteers.

Easter Meals for Aslan Youth Families (April 2026}
Collected 14 bags of Easter meal groceries for families connected to Aslan Youth Ministries in Red Bank

Day of Service (April 26, 2026)
With 68 participants, our Day of Service brought the whole congregation together in joyful, hands-on
outreach. After worship and a lunch generously donated by Saker ShopRite and Texas Roadhouse,
volunteers fanned out to serve through projects including:
+ Prepping and Serving lunch for congregation participants.
Visits to congregational members that are homebound.
Cleaning the kitchen and organizing donations at Trinity church (Code Blue)
Letter writing to military members stationed at NWS, Earle.
Cleaning, Landscaping, and organizing the new facility of Open Door
Donations were made to the United Nations by our youth — through Free Rice computer program

Lakewood Blue Claws Game (May 31, 2026)
The CNRC congregation supported the “Raising Hope for Others” organization by buying tickets for the
baseball game. Unused tickets were given to needy children through the Big Brother/Sister organization.

Fulfill Drive-Up Pantry Support {June 26, 2026)
Fifteen CNRC members helped distribute food to families at Fulfills drive-up pantry site

Raising Hape for Others Collection (July 2026)
Gathered supplies for comfort bags to uplift hospitalized patients with warmth and encouragement.

Backpack Collections (August 2026)

Collected over 50 backpacks and school supplies for children of Open Door. The CNRC youth group
assisted in the assembly of the finished "backpacks.”

Respectfully submitted,

Pete Engelman



MISSIONS — BENEVOLENCE
JULY 2026

We approved a benevolence budget of $135,000 {17% of the previous year’s income, not counting ELG,
Pave the Way, or contributions to memorial funds or Good Samaritan).

We completely met our designated commitments to missionaries, agencies and programs as we approved
last September. We also allocated some special benevolences mid-year (e.g. Code Blue warming center
and help with a car for missionaries Bosman} as we had a line item of “to be designated” in the budget.

There are mission expenses that we cannot define specifically at budget time because we don't know the
full costs of mission trips, camp scholarships, Christmas gift program, etc.) Those program costs were fully
met as well. We estimated well! — The amount of unspent money in the benevaolence budget is $158.57.
In order to zero out or complete our benevelence commitment, we sent that amount to Open Door. Gene
Ryan, Nancy Feuster and | represented the church at Open Door’s Grand Opening on May 31 at their new
location, CNRC is noted as being the room sponsor of the welcome area.

Respectfulty submitted,

Ginne Hooper




PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Our CNRC family is truly blessed with a dedicated and skilled staff whose faith, commitment and vision
keep our church programs and missions moving steadily forward, spreading Christ's iove.

This vear we celebrated the service of our two cherished members of staff respensible for our music
ministry, David and Maggie Tripold, who retired June 14" after many long and memorable years with GNRC.
We also welcome two new, extremely talented members of staff who will replace them, Jeff and Allison
Brown.

Dave Tripold, Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director

Throughout his tenure, Dave has been an ingpirational force, leading our Sanctuary Choir {0 higher levels
of choral performance with challenging musical selections. His organ playing is spirited, impactful, and
creative, conveying love and devotion to the music by a gifted musician. Qur congregation has been blessed
by Dave’s 30 years of service to CNRC. It was with joy, gratefulness, and some sadness that we celebrate
his retirement as of June 14%, We lock forward to his continued involvement in CNRC as a member of the

congregation.

Maggie Tripold, Director of Music and Worship Arts

One of the clearest markers of Maggie’s contributions over her 25 years as Director of Music and Worship
Arts is located in the findings of our Whitworth Resilient Church repoit, stating that CNRC's music ministry
is one of the cornerstones of our church life today. Maggie demonstrated a tremendous talent in using
music to enhance our worship experience. Her many musical talents and carefut, thoughtful planning have
touched all areas of our church lfe. As with her husband Dave, she has been an immeasurable blessing {o
our church. It is with a mix of joy and sadness that we celebrate Maggie’s retirement as of June 14" We
look forward to her conlinued involvement in the life of CNRC as a member of the congregation.

Allison Brown, Director of Music and Worship Arts

We welcomed Allison to CNRG staff on June 1%t at the conclusion of our widespread search, attracting
candidates from across the country to fill the Director position. Allison comes to us with dual BA degrees
from Hope College, in Music and in Religion. As she wrote in her letter to the search committee, *| feel
called to serve in this role where faith, creativity, and connection come together to enrich our woership
experience”. We are delighled to welcome Allison who brings talents, outstanding credentials and
experience fo continue making our music ministry one of the cornerstones of the life of CNRC,

Jefirey Brown, Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director

We welcomed Jeff to CNRC staff on June 1. Jeff brings exceptional experience as Musical Director in
various theater companies throughout the area, as well as CNRC’s Jubilation Choir Director for more than
a decade. He is a music teacher and band director at Gedar Drive Middie School here in Colts Neck for 8
years, and graduated from Hope College with Bachelor of Music degree. He also has earned a Master of
Music degree in Music Education, and a Master of Arts degree in Educational Leadership. We are blessed
to welcome Jeff whose talents will enable CNRC to continue its tradition of music excellence.

We conlinue 1o be grateful for outstanding, faithful leaders and staff here at CNRC:

Scott Brown, Senior Minister
We are grateful for Scott's extraordinary leadership and vision. This year saw Scott reach his 36" year as
pastor of CNRC.

Gene Ryan, Family Life Pastor
We are grateful for Gene's faithful leadership of our Youth and Family Life Ministries. As of the end of this
year, Gene has concluded his 5" year as pastor at CNRC.



Stacey Savage, Director of Early Childhood Ministries
Stacey's leadership continues to provide a model for providing Early Learning Center services. Stacey is
compleling her 13 year as ELC director at CNRC.

Pam Licata, Church Administrator/Secretary
L.eading our administrative office in a calm, professional, and friendly manner for the past 12 years, we are
grateful to have Pam’s leadership and support in this key staff position.

Ellen Karl, Treasurer
This is Ellen’s first year as the CNRC Treasurer following several years working in agcounting matters. We
are blessed to have her steady focus on this critical function.

Sandy Freeman, Congregational Care Coordinator
Sandy Freeman joined the CNRC staff as of July 1, 2025 as our new Cangregational Care Coordinator. We
are thankful for her energy and care in performing this important role in the life of the church.

Megan Valeski, Communications Coordinator

Megan joined the CNRC staff as of June 9, 2025 in this new position responsible for extending CNRGC's
presence in various media. It is a delight to see the many ways she brings the life of the church out to the
community.

Susan Linnell, Digital Ministry Coordinator

We are grateful for the skills that Susan brings over the past 2 years to overseeing our live streaming,
worship service projeclions, recordings, and many other aspects of digital presentation of CNRG ministry
during worship services.

Olivier Gousse, Church Sexton for Maintenance
We are grateful for Qlivier's continued focus on meeting the needs of our church’s ongoing maintenance
requirements, completing his second year in this capacity.

Personnel Committee

| am deeply grateful for the service and leadership of our Personnel Committee: Shawn Burke, Steve
l.aRue, Alyssa Giles, and especially for our former Chair, Jeanne Sokol, who has been instrumental in
keeping our team on a smooth track as we transitioned to a new chair. Jeanne also led our Music Search
Committee to a delightiul conclusion. Thank you, all, for your help this year!

Respactfully submitted,
Clark Petrie

Vice President Consistory
Chair, Personnel Committes



WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY

WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY SUPPORTED EVENTS 2025-2026:

Rally Day — We took a poll on what people would like to see or do and used that to plan events throughout
the year. We had 1 person spearhead each event and we supported them as needed.

Ushers — We held an usher training on 1/11 and a CPR tralning on 1/17. The usher instructions were
updated and we added some new ushers this year. We plan to have an usher walkthrough in August or
September, especially with the new parking lot. Usher schedule updated until July 2027.

Coffee Hour - We were able to fill in most of the Sundays by reaching out to all the small groups in the
church. That worked well but this year we will assign the groups to a specific date.

2025-2026 Events

11/30 Family Advent Night

12/6 Bazaar

12/12 Aduft Ghristmas Party

1213 Sounds of Christmas concert
12/21 Gingerbread House Making
1110 Self Defense class

/11 Usher training

1/17 CPR training

1/24 (Game Night

2/6-7 Women'’s retreat

2/17 Shrove Tuesday potiuck Breakfast/Dinner
2/21  Mark Hayes Event

3/13 St. Peter’s Dinner

3/14 Lenten Walk

3/28 Egg hunt

4/5  Easter Breakfast

4/12  Trivia Night

4/26 CNRC Service Day

5/3  Spring Ring

6/29 Canoe Trip

Looking forward to this year!

Respectfully submitted,
Lucy Lennox




Worship

Annual Report

The Colts Neck Reformed Church is a community of people committed to welcoming allinto
the life of our church family., We commit to affirm the beauty, value and gifts of all
individuals. These commitments are not subject to a person’s color, race, ethnicity, place
of origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, relationship status (single, married,
separated, divorced), socioeconomic situation, or a person’s mental, physical, oremotional
health or ability. Everyone is welcome to participate fully in the life of our faith-filled

community.

Our pastors, Rev. Scott Brown and Rev, Gene Ryan, continue to inspire us to be guided by
the teachings of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We have been tremendously blessed for
several decades by the musical talents of Maggie Tripold, Director of Music and Worship
Arts and Dr. David Tripold, Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director. We congratulate them on
their retirement, and at the same time we also welcome Allison Brown as the new Director
of Music and Worship Arts and Jeff Brown as the new Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director,
We are also blessed by the talents of our volunteer music directors, vocal choirs, bell choirs
and instrumentalists.

Our Digital Coordinator, Susan Linnell, has continued to expand online worship and
offerings in creative and innovative ways, including managing our service contract with
CSAV to ensure that our equipmentis up-to-date and fully functioning. Susan’s organization
and attention to detail have allowed us to flourish in the digital space.

We continue to have one worship service at 9:30 a.m. except for communion Sundays when
we also offered worship at 11:00 a.m {excluding summer months).

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR

WORSHIP SERVICES AND OBSERVANCES

. Hymn Sing; Rally Day Service (service indoors due to weather); Remembrance Service,
Advent Family Night; Christmas Eve services; Ash Wednesday; Palm Sunday; Maundy
Thursday; Good Friday; Easter Sunday services including a sunrise service in Atlantic
Cemetery; Youth Sunday

. Sermon themes/series included “Paul’s Epistles”, “Being Under Construction”,
“Eateries”, “The Book of Revelation”, a series on “mountains” in the Old and New
Testaments, “A Feast of Remembrance, Communion, and Hope”, and “The Apostle’s

Creed”.




MUSIC MINISTRY

Vocal Choirs:

* Sanctuary Choir, directed by Dave Tripold

» Jubilation! Choir (6th — 12th grades) led by Jeff Brown, Maggie Tripold, Ben Zaccaria,
and Julianna Heck

o Alleluia Angels Choir (1st — 5th grades) led by Tammy Femiano, Dottie Weidman,
Allison Brown, and Kim Brown

e Cherub Choir (pre-K and K) led by Jeanne Sokol and Matt Axtell.

Handbell choirs:

» Echo Ringers (grades 3-6) led by Kelly Tyma

¢ Celebration Ringers (grades 7-12) led by Tamar Goetke

» Morning Bells {adults} and Exultation Ringers (adults) led by Maggie Tripold
e “Bells and Brew” for alumni of Celebration Ringers — led by Kay Brown,

Instrumental ensembie:
e Alleluia Jazz led by Maggie Tripold and Len Simicich
Other musicians:

* Women’s Ensemble

¢ Jubilation Alumni Choir

s AlumniRingers

+ individual instrumentalists and soloists
s Jeff Brown, guest organist

s Tamar Goetke, guest pianist

TECH TEAM

A new laptop, handheld mics, and a new hearing-assist system were acquired and
installed

Static issues plagued us for a while earlier in the year, but our service company, CSAV,
came and reconfigured the positions of antennae and routers,

Some dropped streaming issues occurred in March and April, but a software update
solved that issue.

SPECIAL CONCERTS, OUTREACH, AND OTHER PERFORMANCES

Exultation Ringers rang at Monmouth University’s Holiday Concert on December 4.
Morning Bells gave Christmas concerts at Seabrook on December 8 and at a Tinton
Falls Senior event on December 10,

“The Sounds of Christmas” concert — Exultation Ringers, Jubilation, Celebration
Ringers, Sanctuary Choir, and Alleluia Jazz with guest horn player Leah Swanger

Mark Hayes concert on February 21. Mark Hayes is an award-winning concert pianist,
composer, arranger, lecturer and conductor of international renown. The concert




featured piano solos by Mark, piano duets by Mark and Maggie, and our Sanctuary
Choir singing several of Mark's choral arrangements.

A subset of Morning Bells and Exultation Ringers attended a Handbell Festival in
Rehoboth Beach, DE on March 6-7.

The Prodigal Son story was enacted in worship on March 15.

Singing with the Seniors at Brandywine through April and May.

Leonard Bernstein’s “Chichester Psalms” was sung in worship in collaboration with
the Monmouth University Chamber Choir on April 19.

Morning Bells gave a concert at Arbor Terrace on April 27.

Alleluia Jazz gave a concert at Seabrook Village on April 28,

Spring Ring Bell Concert - “Celebration” theme on May 3.

Echo and Celebration Ringers gave a concert at The Reformed Church Home on May 4.
Jubilation gave a concert at Brandywine in Colts Neck on May 31,

Al CNRC vocal choirs and various ringers presented a newly commissioned work by
Lloyd Larsen dedicated to Maggie and David Tripold to honor their years of service.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Pisano



YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS
COMMISSIONER REPORT FOR THE 2025-26 PROGRAM YEAR

The Youth and Young Adult ministry at CNRC has continued to grow and evolve this year, building on
established programs and refining the ways in which they serve the young people in the congregation.

The youth group, under the leadership of Rev. Gene Ryan and a strong group of volunteers, has continued
to meet regularly. Attendance ebbs and flows with the seasons, but a core group of teens meet every week
for fellowship, Bible study, and meals. We are thankful to Pastor Gene and the volunteers for providing
strong and consistent examples of how to live a faith-filled, God-honoring life for our young people 1o

emulate.

Youth programming this past year included regular meetings for teens, fyoung youth, and high schoolers.
Regular Sunday meetings have trended towards middle schoolers and younger high schoolers this year,
as upperclassmen graduate or juggle work, sporls and other commitments. Il is wonderful to see the
younger youth continue their friendships and explore their faith in Sunday afterncon youth group. The High
School group continues to be a valuable time of connection and discussion for the older youth.

Highlights this year included trips to Buliock Farms, a movie night, Youth Sunday, the lock-in, and Camp
Fowler; with summer pians for a bowling meet-up, stay-at-home youth mission work, and days at the beach
and Six Flags Great Adventure.

This summer marked the fifth year that CNRC sent a group of youth and volunteers up to Gamp Fowler. it
is impossible to overstate the impact that this week in the Adirondacks has had on our young people {and
on the adults!) who attend. The environment at camp is one where all are encouraged to step well outside
of their comfort zone, and are well-supported when they do so. The kids gain a tremendous amount of
physical and personal confidence; they learn how to support and encourage others who differ from them in
a myriad of ways; and they also come home with a renewed respect for the earth, for themselves, for God's
word, and for each other. They have formed friendships that last year-round, and visit their camp friends
throughout NJ and NY. This year our youth group hit a new milestone: Grace Savage, a youth group and
Camp Fowler alum, is serving on staff at camp this year. It was wonderful o see her in this new role. A new
initiative was launched this year to connect the congregation more closely with the youth we sent to Camp
Fowler. Members of the congregation were invited to sponsor the trip, which helped cover the costs of food
and transportation. Sponsors sent postcards to the campers, who wrote back from camp. Later this
summer, sponsors will be invited to share a meal with the campers, to hear stories and see pictures of our
week in the Adirondacks. | believe that our yearly trip to Camp Fowler is one of the most formative events
of the year, and one that will continue for years to come.

Kay Brown has continued to lead “Bells and Brews" several times a year; an opportunity for alumni ringers
to reconnect, ring bells together, and share food and drink. It is good to see our alumni back in church and
leading worship; and it encourages recent graduates who are still in the area to stay connected with the

church and with each other.

The young moms’ group, launched by Krissy Garside last year, has continued to meet throughout the year,
providing a space where parents of infants and toddlers can meet to encourage and support one another.

I am grateful to our congregation and consistary who continue to support these vital ministries of the church.
With the church’s support, Gene's leadership, and God’s blessing, the next generation of the church is
growing in faith, in grace, and in community.

Respectiully submitted,

Tamar Goetke
Youth and Young Aduit Ministries at CNRC



